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By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUMN, 17 Dec: The
Indian MAerosol Science and
Technology Association (IASTA)-
2024 Conference commenced
todan &t the Mityanand Saditorium,
Dicon University 13 has been jointy
organised by Aovabhatta Reseanch
Institute of Observational Sciences
(ARIES) aswd Doomn Universitye The
naugural session began with the
traditicmal lighting of the lamp and
Saraswati Vandana,

In her welcome address, WVice-
Chancellor Prof Surelkha Dangual
delivered a thought-provoking
speech emphasising the far-
reaching impacts of seroscls on
humean health, the enviremment,
and climate systems. She
underlined that asrosals, tinw
particles suspended in the
amosphere, not ondy conmtribute to
deteriorating air guality but also
pase significant rishs to Tespiratons
and cardliovascular health,
particularly in urban and ndustriad
areas. Prof Dangeal stressed that
understanding the complex
behavior of asrcsals requires a
multicisciplinemy apgreach, as their
sources, movement, and effects
imtersect with diverse fields such as
atmospheric sclence,
environmental studies, public
feealth, and technalogu

Highlighting the significance
of eonferences like LASTA-Z0E24,
she noted that such platforms
rreasicke a vahiable onoorhunibe for
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amnd
participation. Prof Dangead akso
drew altention to the changing
needs of Industny and sociehs in
addrassing envircnmental issees,
particulariy air poliution. She

palicw, community

stressed  the importance of
developing  industry-oriented
curmicula in universities to bridge
the gap between academic
knowledge and rceal-worid
applications,

Dy Meeraj Rastogi, Viee-
President of LASTA, announced
that the conference had received
200 recistrations and 300 absiract

rmeasurement and the
advancements in modeling
rechniques.

Chief Guest MLA Munna
Singh Chauhan shessed the severe
fmpact of asrosols on mountains,
glaciers, and air quality in cities like
Dehradun. He urged collective
eforts to mprove fhe air quality
index [ACH] of the state and s
capital,

The conference proceeded
with a highly insightful keymote
lecture by Prof Pratim Biswas from
the University of Miami, a
distinguished expert in aerosol

steps that Individuals and
commvinities can adopt to prodect
themselves from hazardows air
qualing. These included wearing
high-efficiency M95 masks in
polluted areas. stawing indoors
during peak pollution houwrs, and
using indoor air purification
spstems equippsd with adeanced
filters. He siressed the importance
of understanding meteorclogical
factors like inversions, which trap
pollutants close to the ground,
exacerbating pollution levels, and
called for public awareness to
navigate such conditions effectiveh.

(I":iz-:rhmal Pl;:lﬁi:

pollution control and targeted
policy implementation. Prof Biswes
also underscored the importance
of adopting source-control
technologies fo reduce emissions
at their origin, especially bn highhs
palleted areas like the Delhi-MCR
A major focus of his lechare
was the development of perclysis
technalogy, @ process that converts
weaste mmaterials, incloding bicmass
and industrial by-products, into
valuable resournces like energy amd
clean fuel while significantly
reducing emissions. Prof Biswas
shared his pioneering work in this
area and mtrcduced his Innowvative
startup, SmfaT LLC [Sustainable
Materials and Technologles). Dr
Manish Joshi, Secretary, [ASTA
presented the association’s kesy
activities, emphasising the
importance of bridging the gap
behsesn sclentific lmowledge and
public awareness, The vote of
thanks was proposed by UC
Dumka, Converner, LASTA-2024,
winile Dr Wikaw Shridhar served as
the conference coordinator fram
Droon Urnisversita,

Present were Reglstrar Dr
Durgesh Dimci, Dean, Stadent
Welfare, Prof HC Purchit, and
faculty members, including Fraf
Fuesurm Arunachalam, Dy Archana,
Dy Achlesh, Dy Ugjwal, Dr Charu,
Dy Himamni, Dr Sarita, Dr Maithant,
Dr Chetna Polkhrival, Dr Rashi
Mishra, Dr Rajesh Bhatt, and D



