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By ARUN
PRATAP SINGH

DEHRADUN, 6 Feb: Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
introduced the Uniform Civil
Code Uttarakhand 2024 Bill
in the state assembly on the
second day of the Special
Session, here; today. Slogans
of ‘Vande Mataram’ and Jai
Shri Ram’ were raised by
in the House after the
introduction of the Bill.

The proceedings of the
House were adjourned till 2
p.m. soon after the
introduction. After the lunch
break, the discussion began on
the bill and continued till late
evening. The bill was scheduled

of many members wanting to

continue in the pre-lunch sitting
tomorrow,followed by putting
the bill to vote.

Interestingly, while initially

the Opposition members
created a ruckus at the time

CM Dhami tables UCC Bill
amid protests from pposntlon

to be passed today, but in view -
participate, the discussion will

of the introduction of the bill,
as the discussion continued
till late evenmg,bamly three to
four members from the
2 Opposiﬂqn were seen in the
-~ House.These included Leader
of the Opposition Yashpal
‘Arva and Tilak Raj Behad.
~While Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami
highlighted the salient points
of the bill and the necessity
for it, the Opposition
members opposed the bill
mainly on the technical
ground that they had not
been given adequate time to

study it.
When Parliamentary
Minister Prem Chand

Aggarwal started presenting
his views on the merits of
UCC, the opposition leaders
started creating a ruckus, on
which the Parliamentary
Minister responded by
claiming that there is no
ground under their feet but
they are unable to realise this.

Please see page ... 2

News paper Garhwal Post
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UCC Bill in Uttarakhand House, sets rules
on marriage, inheritance, live-inrelations

AVANEESH MISHRA
DEHRADUN, FEBRUARY 6

_.THE UTTARAKHAND govern-
ment tabled the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) 2024 Bill in the
Assembly on Tuesday, setting
the stage for other BJP-ruled
states to come up with similar
legislation. If passed,
Uttarakhand will become the
first state to adopt the UCC.

While exempting the tribal

community from its purview,
the Bill proposes a common law
oon marriage, divorce, inheritance
of property and live-in relation-
ships for all citizens, irrespective
of their religion. Coming just
ahead of the Lok Sabha elections,
it ticks off an important item on

NO POLYGAMY, NO PERSONAL LAWS

State: Tribals kept out, no tampering
with customs of any religion or caste

the BJP's agenda.

In Uttarakhand, it was a pre-
poll promise that Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami had made.
OnTuesday, as he tabled the Bill,
the treasury benches thumped
their desks and chanted slogans
of “Bharat Mata ki Jai”, “Vande
Mataram” and “Jai Shri Ram™.
The Bill is expected to be passed
by the House on ‘Wednesday.

“The draft specifically covers
matters related to marriage, di-
vorce, inheritance and adoption.
There has been no tampering
with the traditions and customs
of any religion, caste or sect.
Religious beliefs will not make
any difference in the marital
process,” the government saidin
a statement.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

m Heterosexual partners in

live-in relationships will

have to register with a

state-government

appointed Registrar

m Practices of bigamy and

polygamy are barred

= Muslims and other

communities following
personal laws of

pply to all communiti

succession will now have
to follow the UCC, which
heavily borrows from the
Indian Succession Act

m Marriages between
partners with common
ancestors is only permitted
if they can prove thatitisa
customary practice in their
communities

News paper - Indian Express
- 7.02.2024

Date

Uttarakhaﬁd CM Pushkar Singh Dhami leaves his Dehradun
residence with a copy of the Constitution, Tuesday. PTI

Why registration of

APURVA VISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 6

FROM REQUIRING compulsory
registration with the state while
starting or ending a live-in rela-
tionship for heterosexual cou-
ples —a record of which will be
kept in a police station; provid-
ing for maintenance to the
woman when “deserted” by her
partner; to prescribing
jail term of upto six
months for not produc-
ing a “certificate” of the
relationship - the
Uniform Civil Code
(UCC)Billintroduced in
the Uttarakhand
Assembly on Tuesday enters un-
charted territory, raising consti-
tutional concerns of privacy and
personal liberty.

Essentially. the Bill seeks to
equate heterosexual live-in rela-
tionships to the status of a mar-
riage. A separate chapter in the
proposed Code deals with live-
in relationships, defining them
as a “relationship between a
man and a woman” (partners)

EXPLAIRED

live-in relationship
raises concerns over
privacy and liberty

who “cohabit in a shared house-
hold through a relationship in
the nature of marriage, provided
that such relations are not pro-
hibited.”

The Bill requires the partners
to notify the “Registrar” withina
meonth of entering into a live-in
relationship and while terminat-
ing a live-in relationship. It pre-
scribes a jail term of upto three
‘months for not registeringa live-

in relationship. In case
of failing to produce a
certificate of live-in re-
lationship, a term of six
‘months is prescribed
E- on conviction.

“The compulsory
registration takes away
the freedom to choose not being
married. The state should not
enter into the realm of what cit-
izens do consensually. Prima fa-
cie, it intrudes into the domain
of privacy which is recognised as
a fundamental right in the
Puttaswamy ruling,” senior ad-

vocate Geeta Luthra said.

Significantly, the proposed
Code provides for maintenance

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Focus On Live-In
Relations, Marriage,
Divorce, Inheritance

@timesgroup.com

Dehradun: The much-talked
?gout Uniform Civil Code

tabled by chief minister
¢ Pushkar Singh Dhami in the
atate assembly on Tuesday
morning. The bill, which has
seven schedules and 392 sec-
tions, is expected to be passed
by the House on Wednesday.
The bill focuses on four key
areas — marriage, divorce, in-

FULL COVERAGE: P 2 & 3
» Good/bad start, P 18

heritance and live-in rela-
tionships—and intends toend
practices of polygamy, poly-
andry halala, iddatand talaq.
Among its highlights are
stringent provisions regar-
dinglive-in relationships.

ontinued on P 2

" UCC bill tabled in Uttarakhand
'House, likely to be passed today |

CC) 'of Uttarakhand was'

UNREGISTERED LIV

MARRIAGE & DIVORCE

> Minlmum age: Women
(18 years), men (21 years)

irrespective of faith. Up to 6

months in jail and/or
225,000 fine for breach

» Mandatory registration
“-within'60daysor” ~~ "7 ¢
210,000 fine for marriages
solemnised after UCC

implementation

» Registration required
within six months for
marriages solemnised
between March 26, 2010
and date of commeéncement
of the UCC. Applicable if

at least one spouse was
resident of Uttarakhand

at time of ceremony

» Dissolution of marriage
OTHERS i

» Scheduled Tribes,
with rights protected 1
under Section 21 of
constitution, out of
ucc ambit

4 .

e T
P N e

in contravention of UCC
norms punishable with up
to 3 years in jail

» Polygamy, bigamy
prohibited. Halala, iddat,
triple talagq banned

> Up to 3 years In jail
and/or 50,000 fine for
violating norms

» Appointment of registrar
general, registrar and sub-
registrars for marriage and
divorce-related appeals

» Equal property, inheritance rights
for sons and daughters, spouse and
parents in case of death of male

! bread-winner of family. Jail term

| from 3 to 6 months for violations

E-IN COUPLES FACE 3 MONTHS IN JAIL
| LIVE-IN COUPLES

> Mandatory to
hip or face up to 3

month of

months in jail and/or 10,000 fine
» People from other states
residing in Uttarakhand also have
1o register with authorities

ritherey A

'3 Registrar to forward details of

all couples to police. Parents will
be informed If either of the two
partners are below 21 years of age
» Details to be verified by registrar
who can conduct inquiry to
establish validity of relationship

» Providing false info while
registering attracts 6 months in
jail and/or 25,000 fine

» Cannot rent or buy property
without registration

= Cchild born of relationship will be
considered legitimate

» Must submit statement

to officials on termination of
relationship to the registrar

» Woman deserted by partner
entitled to maintenance

News paper - Times of India
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khand becomes first

state to bring UCC bill

HT Correspondents
letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: Uttarakhand chief
minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
on Tuesday tabled the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) Bill, which
provides for sclf-declaration of
live-in relationships, mandatory
registration of marriage and
divorce besides making 18 mar-
riageable age for women and 21
for men. The bill exempts
Scheduled Tribes (ST), who
account for the state’'s 2.89%
population, from its ambit.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi made a case for the UCC
in June last year. Several tribal
communities in both central
India and the northeast pro-
tésted the move.

“Our government, taking all
sections of society along with
full responsibility., has pre-
sented the Liniform Civil Code
Bill...,” said Dhami after tabling
the proposed legislation amid
chants of “Jai Shri Ram” (Hail
Lord Ram).

Dhami said Uttaralkhand was
about to witness a historic

moment. He added the state

would become a strong pillar of
\ Prime Minister Narendra

Security personnel deployed nearthe Uttarakhand Legislative

Assembly amid debate on the UCC bill, in Dehradun, on T day.pr

Maodi's vision of "Ek Bharat,
Shrestha Bharat (One India,
Great India)™. g

The House was adjourned
until 2pm after the tabling of
the bill for the legislators to
read it before a discussion. Con-
gress leader Yashpal Arya
SOUENT More time 1o examine
the bill. “This is a 172-page bill
and two hours are not enough

to examine it. We need more
time so that we can give our
suggestions or raisc issucs that
need to be looked into.” he said.

Parliamentary affairs minis-
ter Premchand Agegarwal gave a
historical backdrop of the UCC
afrer the House resumed and

questioned why was not it

brought up until now. He called
the introduction of the bill a

historic step. “Contrary to the
Congress’s claims that they did
not get time to examine the bill,
many of its leaders have started
commenting on it. T heard a
Muslim woman talking about
the UCC on a TV channel. She
was lauding the UCC and gques-
tioning those who were oppos-
ingit.”

The bill, which has 392 sec-

. tions divided into four parts and

seven chapters, seeks to provide
equal rights for women in
inheritance in ancestral proper-
ties, adoption, and divorce. It
provides for a ban on polygamy:.

The bill was tabled on the
second day of a special four-day
assembly session convened to
pass the legislation. Uttara-
khand will become the first
state to adopt the UCCif the bill
is passed. Other BJP-ruled
states such as Gujarat and
Assam have promised to imple
ment the UCC.

. The UCC has been one of the
three ideological promises of
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) apart from the con-

struction af the Avodhya Ram

Temple and ending Jammu and
Kashmir's semi-autonomous
continued on 37

News paper - Hindustan Times
Date - 7.02.2024
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NEW DELHI

he Uttarakhand
TGovernment introduced

the Uniform Civil Code
Bill in the Assembly today.
‘This is the first such move by
any State Government since
Independence that could set

the roadmap as similar

legislations in other States.
Highly placed sources in the
in Delhi said, “We are
glad that Dev Bhumi has
taken this initiative”
Emphasising the BIP’s
deliverables across the board,
from Article 370 to Ayodhya,
in the past decade, sources
said the party and the
Government have made huge
inroads into the minds of
average Indian.
Beyond gender, caste, creed,
and religion from economy to
social - justice, the BJP is
touching different lives across
sectors  from gas to taps,
marital rights to inheritance,
all sections of BPL families
feel empowered, they
asserted.
“We actually believe in and
implement our promise of the
last mile delivery” said a
senior BJP leader, adding that,
“We will have a good debate
on UCC”
The Bill has exempted the
tribal communities from the
proposed law. The Bill also
mandates reglstrabon of lwe-

www.dailypioneer.com il

ttarakhand scripts hist

in relationships and children
born thereof. The  Bill

_ categorically states that hve -in

relationships = = must be
regmtered

It stipulates a penalty of a
mantﬂ prison or a fine of
Rs 10,000 or both if they do

not submit a statement on the

relationship to the local

gistrar,
They stand to face higher
penalty in case they submit
false information. The Bill
also makes it clear that a
marriage can.  only be
solemnised if “neither party
has spouse Jiving at the time
of marriage”.
If not registered the deserted
woman will be entitled to
maintenance from her
partners.
Only Goa has a common civil
law, in.  operation since
Portuguese rule.
The Bill eﬂec.uvely bans
polygamy. ‘Tuesday,

Uttarakhand Chlef Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami
marched into the House with

. the copy of the o:iglnal
itution.

Constil

The Bill applies

Uttarakhand and to_ all its

people living outside the

State, The State’s tribal
e

* population will ' not

ected.
The BJP had promised UCC
for Uttarakhand ahead of the
,2022 Assembly Polls, The:

_ﬂnal]y seem to rave delivered.

--*-‘““- - ew

News paper - The Poineer
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